
 

            
April 24, 2010 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
We received information from Arbor Park School District today indicating that on April 23, 2010, at about 3:30PM an Arbor 
Park student who was walking to a friend's house at 157th and LeClaire was approached by a white couple in black pickup 
truck.   
 
The woman (passenger) opened the door and kept telling the student, "Come on honey - get in the truck.Ó   The woman was 
white and approximately in her middle 30's.  The student did not have a description of the male driver.  The student ran to a 
friendÕs house screaming.  The pickup pulled into a driveway, turned around, and left.  The Oak Forest Police Department was 
contacted and a police report was made.  
 
It is always important for parents to talk to their children about unscrupulous behavior and dangerous situations. The following information may 
be helpful in framing this discussion: 

¥ Tell your children that, ÒStrangers mean dangerÓ. If someone stops next to them in a car, tell them to run away   toward the rear of the 
car since backing up fast is difficult.  

¥ If youngsters are on a bike, they should hold it between themselves and the abductors car. If they are pulled into a car, they should jump 
into the backseat as soon as possible and try to escape through the window.  

¥ Develop code words for anyone you trust to pick up your children and teach your little ones the code. Tell them not to ride or go with 
anyone who doesnÕt know the code.  

¥ Know the places your children play, learn about their friends and friendsÕ families - especially before they go to peopleÕs homes to play.  
¥ Show children safe places in your neighborhood to run to if they feel threatened - the home of a trusted friend, the local police station or 

firehouse.  
¥ Tell children to trust their instincts. ÒIf they think somethingÕs wrong with someone they meet, they should run away.Ó  
¥ Warn children not to fall for common lures such as: needing help finding a lost puppy. Some molesters tell youngsters they are cute and 

want to take their picture, or that they have a toy or candy for them. When children hear these approaches from a stranger, they should 
run fast to a safe place.  

¥ If kids get lost while shopping they should go to the nearest security guard or cashier. DO NOT ASK A SHOPPER THEY DONÕT 
KNOW AND DO NOT GO INTO THE PARKING LOT TO SEARCH FOR YOU.  

¥ Children can make a potential abductor panic and flee by screaming at the top of their lungs, ÒHeÕs kidnapping me!Ó  Or ÒFireÓ will 
quickly bring attention to the attempted abduction.  

¥ Tell children to walk on sidewalks, as far away from the curb as possible against the flow of traffic so they can see who is 
approaching. That will make it more difficult for them to be surprised by a driver and quickly snatched.  

¥ Never let your little children use a public restroom by themselves. 
¥ Warn older children never to hitchhike. 
¥ Avoid putting your childrenÕs names externally on their garments and possessions. 
¥ For DNA purposes, keep a lock of your childÕs hair. 
¥ Prepare your children well-these abductors and predators are anywhere and it can happen anywhere. 

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at 708-687-5550 or by email. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Courtney Orzel            Mr. John Orth  

Mrs. Courtney Orzel                                                                                                              Mr. John Orth 

Principal                                               Assistant Principal 


