
Hille Middle School 
Mrs. Courtney Orzel,  

Principal 
 

Mr. John Orth, 
Assistant Principal 

Dear Parents, 

As indicated in my last newsletter corre-
spondence, Jack Hille Middle School has 
applied for the Illinois Horizon Schools to 
Watch recognition. The initiative is a na-
tionally recognized program developed by 
the National Forum to Accelerate Middle 
Grades Reform. 

Schools are selected based on the follow-
ing criteria: academic excellence, develop-
mental responsiveness, social equity, and 
norms, structures, and procedures.  

Jack Hille Middle School is one of eight 
middle schools which is moving forward 
in the application process and will receive 
a site visit from the Schools to Watch team 
on !"#$%&'()*+,-%,&(..'(./0/ . 

Our school continues to strive for excel-
lence and create equitable opportunities 
for all students. We look forward to con-
tinuing this process and improving our 
school for our Hille students. 

 

On another note, I will be hosting a     
123456(78))44( on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 16th.  Please see the information be-
low for more details. 

Finally, we just hosted another round of               
96:;456()87:9(<38:19( where 
students participated in discussions about 
what they love about our school and what 
we can improve to make their learning 
experience better.  We were able to hear 
about many great ideas from student 
groups and look forward to next month’s 
lunch.  

Have a great February! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mrs. Courtney Orzel 

JHMS Principal 
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!"Social and Emotional 
Learning (SEL) 

!"Mobile Dentist 

Parent Coffee  
Where: Hille Library 

When:  Tuesday, February 16th (8:00am session and 7:00pm session) 

Topic:  Social Equity and Cultural Awareness 

R.S.V.P. to Mrs. Orzel at corzel@d142.org 
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The Read to Succeed students are really progressing with the Reading Plus program.  They have been working very 
hard to “Level Up”.  Several students have already “Leveled Up” twice.  The sixth graders have all improved their 
reading at least one level and will be celebrating with a pizza party.  I am sure the seventh and eighth graders are 
not far behind. 

The after school reading program is off to a great start.  The students are using the Reading Plus reading program 
and Lexia Reading.  Many of the students have even used the program from their home computer in their quest to  
“Level Up”. 

Band Notes!!!!  

3rd Quarter is off and running and the students are doing a great job in class. I’m continually impressed at how they keep making progress 
on their individual sounds, which makes the entire group sound better. One of the many areas that we have worked on is the student 
ability to define the terms they see on their music and what the terms mean to do the music.  

8 words that your child should be able to tell you what they mean. 

Forte - Fermata - Tempo - Ritardando - Natural - Piano - Crescendo - Accent  

If they are stumped, click on the term and it will take you to our online music dictionary or visit the music dictionary on the band web 
site. It can be found in the musical games link. 

Keep reminding your child to turn in their practice records filled out each Monday. 

Upcoming February Events…. 

- 2/10 – Jazz Band Performance at Kerkstra – Arrival time 6:45PM 

- 2/14 – Jazz Band Performance at Rotary Breakfast – Arrival time 11:30AM 

- 2/18 – Jazz Band Festival at Prairie State College – During the school day 

- 2/24 – Band Contest for 7/8 – arrive at Hille at 6:00PM – perform at Worth Junior High 8:15PM 

- 2/27 – Solo & Ensemble Contest – participating students must sign up for two practices session with Mr. Nendza 

7th 8th grader….take note of the extra practice we will have to prepare for our upcoming contest on 2/24 

2/17 – 3:00-3:50PM 

2/19 – 7:15-7:50AM 

2/23 – 7:1507:50AM    Visit the band web site http://hilleband.wikispaces.com/ 

CHOIR 

6th Grade – Students are working on new selections for the spring concert. With the success that the students achieved at the winter con-
cert, we are working hard to move the choir into three sections, Soprano, Alto, and Baritone. This is a tough transition but so far so good! 

 

7th Grade – The seventh grade is working on three pieces including a pop song and a song in Japanese. The 7th grade choir is also focus-
ing on continuing to sing and develop three parts and are finding out it is a struggle. 

 

8th Grade – The choir is off to an amazing start. The 8th grade choir is working on a selection that I have always wanted to do but never 
had the strength in the Soprano section to perform—until now! The choir is working at a very quick pace and that will allow us to explore 
some fun performance opportunities in the spring. 
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6th Grade Team News 

Math with Mrs. Reilly, Ms. Leahy, Mr. Squibb, and Ms. Yurchak: 
What are the odds that the students love probability... 1, 100%, or 200/200?  All of the above!  Our 
next "angle" in class is Geometry.  Students writing skills continue to improve as we practice 
extended responses in class. 
Science with Mrs. Mamich, Mr. Squibb, and Mrs. Voris:  
This month we will definitely be very busy!  Students will be wrapping up the scientist research 
projects and we will be looking forward to our annual Family Science Night. We will then be moving 
into our seasons unit where we will discuss the following: why we have seasons, why temperatures are 
different in other regions of the world, and even why day and night occur.  Phases of the moon will 
be discussed next.  Your child will be able to tell you why there are different phases of the moon and 
even help identify these different phases.  Towards the end of the month, we will be learning about 
high tides and low tides and that it’s our moon that controls it all!  Busy, busy, busy! Just as a 
reminder, Science night will be held Wednesday, February 17th from 6:30 to 8:00p.m. at Jack Hille 
Middle School.  We look forward to seeing you and your whole family there!  More details will come 
as the day draws closer. 
Social Science with Ms. Zamora, Mr. Raleigh, and Mr. Squibb: 
We will conclude our in depth investigation of ancient Egypt. We will journey northwest, across the 
Mediterranean Sea to the country of Greece – the birthplace of our Democracy. Students will begin 
their journey by taking a look at the geography of Greece and how it impacted the development of 
their civilization. 

Language Arts/Literature with Mrs. Ciesiun, Ms. Leahy, Ms. Travers, and Mrs. 
Wengert:  
In 6th grade Literature and Language Arts, we have started a short non-fiction piece, Orphan Train 
Rider.  In Advanced Lit/LA, we will be finishing up Where the Red Fern Grows and we will be 
presenting various projects related to the book. Also, two of the three classes will be piloting new 
reading textbooks. We will be exploring many new features during this trial period including online 
textbooks! Additionally, persuasive writing is under way. Be prepared for students to back up their 
opinions using persuasive techniques at home! 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Well, that wraps up our news for this month; don’t forget to check for current class updates on 
schoolnotes.com and/or power school.  

The 6th Grade Team 
 
 
 



Social Science (Mr. Tselepis, Mr. Raleigh, and Mr. Squibb) 

The 7th graders are now fully immersed in the study of Civics and the U.S. Constitution. 

As we look into different political systems around the world, students are discovering how important it is to live in a democ-
racy.  Once finished with political systems, we will 

focus on the three branches of U.S. Government.  Students will understand that there was 

an order in the creation of the three branches.  We will first look at the Legislative 

Branch.  This branch of government deals with the Senate and the House of Representatives.  This branch takes up much of 
our time considering that there are two houses with different responsibilities.  Then we look at the Executive and Judicial 
branches.  One of the most important concepts that we want the students to understand is the practice of checks and bal-
ances.  This practice makes sure that no branch and no person (including the President) becomes more powerful than the 
other branches - very important in a democracy. 

The big test is scheduled for March 16th. 

Math (Ms. Angone, Mrs. Moisan, Mrs. Trojan, and Ms. Yurchak) 

During the month of February, the 7th grade students will be entering a new era in math. 

We are switching gears and moving into Chapter 10 Geometry.  Through problem solving and real-world connections, stu-
dents are realizing the importance of math in our everyday  lives.  We also continue to improve our reasoning skills by prac-
ticing extended response. 

Pre-Algebra students have been exploring linear equations and functions.  They have used function tables, graphs, and rate of 
change to develop their understanding of the concept of "slope".  The students will finish up the unit by finding the slope of 
a line, writing linear equations in slope-intercept and point-slope forms, and solving systems of equations.  Students will con-
tinue to develop their problem-solving skills and written explanations of their thought processes and work when problem-
solving. Nine students have been working hard in preparation for the SSJHSC  competition on February 22nd.  Wish them 
good luck! 

Science (Mrs. Mamich, Mr. Squibb, Mr. Krol) 

One of the most difficult tasks in the world is to create a functional prototype of something that does not exist.  
Well…….we are not afraid of a challenge! 

We are feverishly working on our design projects for Science Night. Towers and bridges are being built; cars are being assem-
bled in anticipation for their testing and display on February 17th  .  Whose car will travel the farthest?  Whose car will be the 
fastest?  Whose tower will hold the most weight?  Will there be a bridge that is indestructible?  We hope everyone can come 
out and marvel at all of our hard work.   

The conclusion of Genetics as well as Speed and Acceleration will be our content focus for the next month.  Stay tuned for 
more information on some of the interesting ideas that go along with these two areas of study.  Have a great February! 

Language Arts: Mrs. Carney, Mr. Lewandowski, Mrs. Moisan, Mr. Myrmingos, and Mrs. Wengert 

The 7th grade has successfully completed the novel Fever 1793, and the advanced classes also read The Rifle.  We are all in 
the process of beginning Animal Farm. 

The 7th grade students will be focusing on persuasive writing for the quarter with a common district assessment in late Febru-
ary.  Our emphasis this quarter is on incorporating the 6-Traits: Word Choice and Sentence Fluency into all forms of writing. 
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Literature/Language Arts (Mrs. McCormick, Mrs. Carlson, Mrs. Lewandowski, Mrs. Hoffman) 
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9"),3'/@  They are still being encouraged to read and apply classroom reading strategies to their independent 
reading books and projects. 

Algebra (Mrs. Trojan) 
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Pre-algebra (Mrs. Palandri, Ms. Angone)%
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Science (Mrs. Ryan, Mr. Krol) 
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Social Science (Mr. Tsoukalas, Mr. Tselepis) 
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 8th Grade Team News 



Applied Tech 
Applied Tech students have been busy with their module rotations.  Highlights during this month include the following mod-
ules. 
 
Families 
In the Families Module, students explore different aspects of family life by creating a Web site concerning various family top-
ics.  The topics covered in this Web site include family types, family life cycle, family relationships, functions of the family, 
and healthy family characteristics.  Students use a computer software program to create a presentation that shows healthy 
family lifestyles. 
 
Fashion & Textiles 
In this module students explore the fabric and apparel industry. They learn about textiles, from the creation of fibers and the 
design of fabrics to the merchandising of the finished products. Students learn how each element of design can affect the way 
a person looks and make apparel decisions based on this information.  They also explore wholesale buying and merchandis-
ing, creating a retail merchandising layout. 
 
Interior Design 
In the Interior Design Module, students study many concepts that today's interior decorator utilizes on a daily basis.  They 
explore the principles of design, color coordination, floor plans, home furnishings, and remodeling budgets.  Students learn 
about the relationships between material costs and personal choices by creating a cost proposal for a remodeling project. 

Visual Art 

Art - 6th - A great big welcome to all the new 6th grade art students.  We have been working with the elements and princi-
ples of design and have currently started developing skills and techniques in art tool usage and media exploration.  Students 
are currently completing their work on soap carving and pattern weaving.  We will start etching and inking projects next 
week.  
 
Art - 7th -  Seventh graders began new encore classes this past month.  We reviewed the elements and principles of design 
and started working with texture weaving.  They are working in the area of rug hooking and/or using a modified needlepoint 
technique.  We will soon begin working with lettering, hatching, and cross-hatching using a scratch art medium.  
 
Art - 8th - Eighth graders are also new to art this semester.   We have started creating spacial effects in art using a black and 
white motif.  Students are practicing using X-acto knives with an art medium called Contrast-O creating alternating black and 
white designs of their choosing.  Next week, they will create a shoe sculpture replicating one of their own shoes through a 
thematic conceptual base and implementing color theory while using a unique soft sculpture technique. 
 
Computer Science http://hillecomputer.wikispaces.com/   

Computer 6 - Students in 6th grade have been working on typing skills and Microsoft Word and Excel formatting skills. Stu-
dents will soon begin working on research techniques and Internet Safety. After researching, an online safety flyer will be 
designed by each student to share their knowledge acquired.  

Computer 7- After reviewing basic Microsoft Word and Excel skills, students in the 7th grade will begin to explore internet 
search techniques.Students will be following the guidelines of 21st Century Informational Fluency website which is designed 
to better inform students of searching techniques. The site is set up to assist in the practice of search engines and practices.  

Computer 8 - Eighth grade students have been reviewing basic skills and advancing into an introduction into social network-
ing guidelines. Students have virtually discussed a topic online and reviewed others entries.  A network downloadable tool, 
called "Scratch", a free animation software, will soon be used within class.  Students will create a science animation to be 
shared with classmates.  Students will begin by researching elements of the periodic table and then create a "Scratch" anima-
tion to teach others what they have learned.  

?&@#(4( Hille Middle School 
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The Happenings in Madame Michaelson’s Class: 
 
Foreign Language Survey- 
I am very excited to get to know a whole new group of sixth graders!  Already your child has learned how to greet someone 
politely, sing a song, and count to ten all in French.  The level of enthusiasm among the students is high and we’re all having 
a lot of fun! 
 
Seventh Grade- 
This is a very exciting time for the seventh grade.  Your child is now able to speak and write in complete sentences and will 
be conjugating their first verbs in the weeks to come.  Currently, the students are learning how to express their likes and dis-
likes and are preparing to simulate a phone call all in French that we will be video recording in class.  Correspondence with 
their pen pals continues and the energy in the class has been extremely positive.  Très bien! 
 
Eighth Grade- 
Congratulations to the eighth graders for successfully completing the French high school exam.  I am very pleased to see the 
students moving up to level II in their first year of high school!!  Currently in class, we are learning about articles of clothing 
and how to express one’s opinion about an outfit.  And yes, the much anticipated eighth grade fashion show will be taking 
place in class in the coming weeks.  Stay tuned!  

Spanish   http://jhmsspanish.wikispaces.com/ 

Seventh Grade- Tener, Tener, Tener- the seventh graders just can't get enough of the many ways to use this new verb, 
meaning "to have".  While we have been learning to express age, the seventh graders are refreshing their minds with many of 
the previous words we've learned so far. Their vocabulary and understanding of sentence structure are growing daily- ¡Qué 
chévere! (How awesome!) Soon the seventh graders will research a famous Spanish speaker of their choice and will make a 
project out of what they've learned.  

Eighth Grade- ¡Excellente! That is one word I would use to describe how well the students have been doing. They have 
thoroughly enjoyed doing some kinesthetic learning activities to learn the new vocabulary, including acting out skits to invite 
someone to go somewhere with you in Spanish. Coming up the eighth graders will be learning more about culture and what 
makes different Spanish speaking countries unique. We are all excited for this upcoming material and have the hopes that it 
will expand our horizons and enhance our worldview. 

Physical Education  

The 3rd quarter in the gym is off to a great start.  We just finish badminton.  The students participated  singles and doubles 
tournaments that really sparked their interest in class.  The activity that the students will be involved in is volleyball.  They 
will start off with skills and rules and really get prepared to play games.  The fitness center once again was a success and will 
continue to be used throughout the rest of the year.  Hope everyone is staying active.  Have a Happy Valentine's Day! 

The 8th grade boys basketball team has seen some ups and downs this season.There have been several injuries the team has 
had to deal with. Even with all of the adversity they have faced the team has put forth a great effort in every game and played 
well. Their record is currently 3-3. The Huskies will be playing at Independence on Monday February 1st, and then at home 
against the Worth Rams on February 4th at home. Both games will start at4:30. Go Huskies!!!!  

The 7th grade boy’s basketball team has had a fantastic start to their season.  They finished the month of January with an 
overall record of 7 wins and 2 losses with 5 wins and just 1 loss in conference play.   The Huskies have been led by Jimmy 
Smyth’s 8 points per game as well as 5 points per game from Joe Muller and Tom Gattuso.  The team has been successful 
with dominating defensive play and outstanding contributions from everyone on the team.  

General Music  

This month, we are taking a look at music as it passes through time.  We are going to learn about time periods in music, and 
begin learning about American Music styles.  During recorder we will learn eighth notes, and new notes C and D as the 
classes move through their recorder books, as well as other familiar songs.  It's going to be a short, but busy month and I'm 
looking forward to it!  
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http://www.writersdigestshop.com/product/get-your-childrens-writing-published/?r=wcpb020110
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http://www.ctd.northwestern.edu/sep/program/dates/awe/#details
http://www.writersdigest.com/yourstory


According!to!ISBE,!Social!Emotional!Learning!Goals!were!developed!to!enhance!school!attachment,!reduce!risky!behaviors!and!promote!positive!

development.!At!Hille,!the!goal!is!for!ALL!students!to!feel!safe,!welcome!and!supported!as!they!navigate!through!the!middle!school!years.!!We!are!

committed!to!creating!a!warm!environment!for!students!to!be!celebrated!for!their!successes!and!supported!in!becoming!responsible,!conscien"

tious,!lifelong!learners.!

According to research, socially and emotionally competent youth are skilled in five core areas: 

They are self-aware. 

They!are!able!to!manage emotions and behavior. 

They!are!socially aware. 

They!have!good relationship skills. 

They!demonstrate!responsible decision making at school, at home and in the community. 

Goal!1:!!Develop!self"awareness!and!self"management!skills!to!achieve!school!and!life!success.!

Why!this!goal!is!important:!Several!key!sets!of!skills!and!attitudes!provide!a!strong!foundation!for!achieving!school!and!life!success.!One!involves!

knowing!your!emotions,!how!to!manage!them,!and!ways!to!express!them!constructively.!This!enables!one!to!handle!stress,!control!impulses,!and!

motivate!oneself!to!persevere!in!overcoming!obstacles!to!goal!achievement.!A!related!set!of!skills!involves!accurately!assessing!your!abilities!and!

interests,!building!strengths,!and!making!effective!use!of!family,!school,!and!community!resources.!Finally,!it!is!critical!for!students!to!be!able!to!

establish!and!monitor!their!progress!toward!achieving!academic!and!personal!goals. 
Goal!2:!!Use!social"awareness!and!interpersonal!skills!to!establish!and!maintain!positive!relationships.!

Why!this!goal!is!important:!Building!and!maintaining!positive!relationships!with!others!are!central!to!success!in!school!and!life!and!require!the!

ability!to!recognize!the!thoughts,!feelings,!and!perspectives!of!others,!including!those!different!from!one’s!own.!In!addition,!establishing!positive!

peer,!family,!and!work!relationships!requires!

skill!in!cooperating,!communicating!respectfully,!

and!constructively!resolving!conflicts!with!oth"

ers.!

Goal!3:!!Demonstrate!decision"making!skills!

and!responsible!behaviors!in!personal,!school,!

and!community!contexts.!

Why!this!goal!is!important:!!Promoting!one’s!
own!health,!avoiding!risky!behaviors,!dealing!
honestly!and!fairly!with!others,!and!contributing!
to!the!good!of!one’s!classroom,!school,!family,!
community,!and!environment!are!essential!to!
citizenship!in!a!democratic!society.!!Achieving!
these!outcomes!requires!an!ability!to!make!
decisions!and!solve!problems!on!the!basis!of!
accurately!defining!decisions!to!be!made,!gener"
ating!alternative!solutions,!anticipating!the!con"
sequences!of!each,!and!evaluating!and!learning!
from!one’s!decision!making. 

?&@#(8( Hille Middle School 

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) 



5800 W. 151st St. 

that there are consequences of  making poor 
choices.  

Five high school freshmen entertained us with 
a self-written and directed break dancing per-
formance.  The teens flipped in the air, twisted 
on the floor, and performed seemingly impossi-
ble feats that amazed and delighted the audi-
ence.  The young men received a standing ova-
tion from our participants. 

Our evening ended with a dance and tremen-
dous light show provided by our disc jockey.  
The students laughed, danced, and watched as 
the gymnasium came to life in a burst of  color 
and music.  Snowflake 2010 was a huge success 
according to students and staff  alike. 

Our Snowflake 2010 program with Arbor 
Middle School was a huge success.  

Snowflake, which is a once a year program for 
seventh and eight grade students, is a power-
ful reminder that you don’t need drugs to 
have a great time.  The event included Steve 
Troligio, a dynamic motivational speaker, who 
encouraged the students to be themselves and 
to make good choices regardless of  what their 
friends may be doing.   

In addition, the East Aurora High School 
Drama Club, consisting of  eighteen honor 
students, performed a dynamic array of  skits 
that the members had written on making 
positive life choices.  The performance in-
cluded an emotionally charged multi-media 
presentation to visually reinforce the message 

Phone: 708-687-5550 
E-mail: corzel@d142.org 

“Children ALWAYS 
Come First!” 

Snowflake 2010 
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Hille Middle School 

We’re on the web!  

www.d142.org 
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